FEBRUARY 1937 


DISTRIBUTIC 


This autographed picture, never hitherto published, is furnished by 
Richard Ellsworth Day, author of “‘Bush Aglow,’’ the Moody cen- 
tennial biography. It was taken when Mr. Moody wos thirty-four 


Officers, Managers, and Agencies of the American Bible Society 


President 
JoHN T. MANSON 


Vice Presidents 


Frank O. LowpgNn, LL.D., Ill. 
HERMAN J. ScHAFER, Mo. 
Epwarp S. Jougrt, Ky. 
Horace WHITE, La. 

J. Henry Baker, Md. 

Ropert R. Moron, LL.D., Ala. 
Re Le SMITE, Lex. 

Ropert L. CARRICK, Ky. 


Wm. Lyon PHELPS, Litt.D., Conn. 

GENERAL EVANGELINE BoorH, London 

ELBERT A. Harvey, Mass. 

C, EpGag ANDERSON, N. Y. 

E. CLARENCE MILLER, LL.D., Pa. 

Ropert B. Scort, Ga. 

Jue KRAna LIT! 

JOHN S. eee elds Pa. 

Junius E. Bua, Mich. JoHN R. HawkKINSs, D. C. Frank J. HARWOOD, is. c 

WALTER L. STOCKWELL, N. Dak. Henry S. STEARNS, M.D., N. Y. Ropert E. Sreer, D.D., N. Y. 

Henry J. ALLEN, LL.D., Kan. Wm. PHILLIPS HALL, N. Y, JOSIAH H. PENNIMAN, LL.D., Pa. 

FRANK A. Hornp, N. Y. Waves H. Evuis, LL.D., D. C. JoHN H. Fintey, LL.D AY 
WM. Jay SCHIBFFELIN, PH.D., N. Y. 


CHARLES BE. Hucues, LL.D., D. C. 
JOHN R. Mort, LL.D., N. Y¥. 
CHRISTOPHER MATHESON, Okla. 

B. PRESTON CLARK, Mass. 

CarRL E. MILLIKEN, LL.D., Me. 
WILLIAM S. PILLING, Pa. 

Mrs. Frinuey J. SHmpPARD, LL.D., N. Y. 
Harry P. CONVERSE, Ky. 


Associate Secretary 
Rome A. Betts, M.A, 


Editorial and Recording Secretary 
Rey. FRANCIS CARB STIFLER, D.D. 


Treasurer 
GILBERT DARLINGTON 


General Secretaries 


Rey. Eric M. NortH, Pu.D., D.D. 
Rey. GporGk WILLIAM Brown, D.D. 
Managers 


TERM—1935 To 1939 


Grorch D. BHATTYS 
ARLANDO MARINE 
FRANKLIN S. EDMONDS 
JAMES R. Joy, LL.D. 
CHARLES F. DARLINGTON 
S1uas F. Hauuock, M.D. 
ARTHUR L. BROWN 

Ray CLARKH TILLINGHAST 
CLARENCE L. SAGER 

S. FREDERICK TELLEEN 
ARTHUR Y. MEEKER 


TERM—1936 To 1940 


Roscogr C. E. Brown, Litt.D. 
GEORGE WOoOoLSpEY, M.D. 
WILLIAM P. STEVENSON, LL.D. 
Wma. ALBERT HARBISON 

JAMES H. Post 

GEORGE TIFFANY 

JAMES T, VAN STEENBERGH 
JOHN B. WALKER, M.D. 
SAMUEL H. LIBBY 

DuNncAaN DUNBAR 


TERM—19384 TO 1938 


DANIEL Burke, LL.D. 
FRANK H. MANN 
ERNEST M. BOWMAN 
ELISABETH B. CUTTING 
JAMES M. STUART 
HowarD WHITTEMORE 
PauL T. JONES 
STETSON BAKER 

JOHN BINNS 

HowarpD C. WICK 


TERM—1933 TO 1937 


WINTHROP M. TUTTLE 
ORRIN R. JUDD 

ELLWoop M. RABENOLD 
Epwarp S. MALMAR 
WILLIAM W. Halu 
JEREMIAH R. VAN BRUNT 
WarRD MELVILLE 

Epwarp H. Humg, M.D. 
FRED HBERRIGEL, JR. 

C. E. LEAVERS 


Ministerial Members of Board Committees 


BisHorp F. J. McConneLu, PuH.D., D.D. 
Rev. T. H. MACKENZIE, D.D. 

Rev. Rogert M. HopxKins, D.D., LL.D. 
Pror. J. NEwTON DAVIES, S.1.D. 


Rev. ERNEST BRENNECKE, PH.D. 

Rev. JOHN SUTHERLAND BonNELL, DBs 
BisHor HERBERT WELCH, D.D., LL.D. 
Rey. JOHN Gass, D.D. 


Rev. R. S. INGLIS, D.D. 
Pror. OSwaLD T. ALLIS, PH.D., D.D. 
Pror. JOHN H. Raven, D.D. 


In the United States—Districts and Depositories 


District and Division Secretaries 


Eastern—New York, North New Jersey .........+sseecerces .....-RBEV. GEORGH WILLIAM Brown, Bible House, New York. 


Atlantic—Pennsylvania, Delaware, South New Jersey EE stoeokeraiee shens . Ray. G. G. DitwortH, 701 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
National Capital—Maryland, District of Columbia ...............- Rev. E. C. Powers, 9 E. Franklin St., Baltimore, Md. 

South Atlantic—Virginia, West Virginia, North Carolina .......... Rev. I. S. McHiroy, Jr., 218 N. Adams St., Richmond, Va. 
Southern—Georgia, So. Carolina, Florida, Tenn., coer pan Miss. ....Rev. B. H. SMITH, 85 Walton St., Atlanta, Ga. 
Central—Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Ientuckyienemretene ch elslsner cerca so netns Rev. G. B. CAMERON, 519 Main St, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Northwestern—Illinois, Iowa, Missouri, Wis., Minn., N. D., ‘s. “D. Ste OEVs, dig du McLavGHLIN, 35 BE. Wacker Drive, Chicago, Ill. 
Southwestern—Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisianneee ee Rev. J. J. MorGan, 1814 Main St., Dallas, Tex. 
Western—Colo., Neb., Kan., Utah, Wyo., Mont., Ida., New Mex., Ariz..Rry. A. F. RaGatz, 1108—15th St, Denver, Colo. 
Pacific—California, Washington, Ore., Nevada, ” Alaska, EMERY Ghana Rev. R. W. BAYLESS, 224 McAllister St., San Francisco, Cal. 


Divisions of the Haven Memorial Agency among the Colored People of the United States 


Atianta—Georgia, Florida, Alabama, PA des pemaeceece Sraalwte ..Rev. D. H. Stanton, 56 Gammon Ave., S. B., Atlanta, Ga, 
Oharlotte—No. Carolina, ae Carolina, Va C,, Maryland ..Rev. J. S. N. Tross, 329 S. Brevard St., Charlotte, N. C. 
Oleveland—Ohio, Pa., N. N. J., Del., “hen, Tas ie Mo., BY: .. Rev. A. J. ALLEN, 2193 EB. 89th St., Cleveland, Ohio. 


Dallas—Texas, Rate Arkansas, Oklahoma, Kansas ...... ...-ReV. M. L. VAUGHTERS, 2549 Elm St., Dallas, Texas. 


Depositories 
To receive and dispatch orders for Scriptures 


New York City—Bible House, Park Ave. and 57th St..New York, New Jersey, Penna., Del., Maryland, D. C., Va., W. Va. 
Atlanta, Georgia—85 Walton St. ............ erate meen Carolina, So. Carolina, Georgia, "Plorida, Tenn., ‘Alabama, Mississippi. 
Chicago, Illinois—35 E. Wacker Drive ......... -Ohio, Ky., Ind., l., Iowa, Mo., Mich., Wis., Minn., N. Dak., S. 

Dallas, Tewas—1814 Main St. .....-.... eee eeee /Texas, Kklahoma, Arkansas, Louisiana. 


Denver, Colorado—i108—15th St. 


.. Nebraska, Kan., Colo., Utah, Wyoming, Montana, Idaho, New Mexico iz. 
San Francisco, California—224 McAllister St. 5 yale 


...Washington, Oregon, California, Nevada, Alaska, Hawaiian Islands. 


Foreign Agencies 


La Plata—Rerv. P. Penzorri, Calle Cor- 
rientes 728, Buenos Aires, Argentina. 


Brazil— Rev. CHARLES W. TURNER, 


West Indies —Josm MARCIAL-DORADO, 


Philippines—Rrv. W. H. F 
PH.D., Neptuno 178, Havana, Cuba. TEs. B eene: tant 


ible House, No. 686 Isaac 
Peral, Manila. 


Mewico—Sr. H. T. MAaRroguin, Apartado 
1878, Mexico City. 


Caribbean—Rev. RAYMOND R. GREGORY, 
Bible House, Cristobal, Canal Zone. 


Upper Andes—Joun Ritcuin, Apartado 
448, Girén Camané 836, Lima, Peru. 


PuH.D., Bible House, Avenida Hras- 
mo Braga No. 12, Rio de Janeiro. 


Levant — Rev. J. Oscar Boyp, D.D., 
Kohlmarkt 8, Vienna, 1, Austria. 


Arabic Levant—C. 8. BrLut, Box 724, 62 
Sharia Ibrahim Pasha, Cairo, Egypt. 


Siam—Rny. Rosert O. FRANKLIN, 703 
Sathorn Rd., Bangkok. 
China—Rnv. G. CARLETON Lacy., D.D., 
No. 102, Missions Building, 169 
Yuen Ming Yuen Road, Shanghai. 

Japan—Rev. K. BE. AURELL, Bible House, 
No, 2 Shichome, Ginza, Tokyo. 


State Bible Societies Cooperating with the American Bible Society 


Maine—Lorine S. STRICKLAND, 19 Pine St., 


New Hampshire—Epwarp A. DAM 


Connecticut — Rnv. S. W. RAYMOND, 
Hartford. 


Portland. 

n, 24 Warren St., 
Vermont—ReEv. G. E. RopsBins, 455 Shelburne Road, Burlington. 
278 Farmington Ave., 


Concord. Rhode Island—Rrv. 


Maryland—Rpv. 


Massachusetts—ALBERT Roscon, 41 Bromfield St., 
SELDEN 
minster St., 
Cc. Pownrs, 
Baltimore. 


Boston. 
D.D., 144 West- 


E. Franklin St., 


R. McCorpy, 
Providence. 
D.D., 


Vou. 82, No. 2 


Secretaries. 


BIBLE SOCINTY RECORD, FEBRUARY 1937 


Publication Office—Third and Reily Streets, Harrisburg, Pa. 
Editorial and Executive Office: 


Published monthly, 


American Bible S ty, Bible H Pires erie 
ible Society, e House, Par en 
Entered as second-class matter March 26, 1932, at the post office at Harrisburg, Pa., under Meine tasch 8, 17a 


OnE. DOLLAR A YEAR 


EDITORS: The 
New York. 
Accept- 


ance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in Sec. 11038, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized on December 8, 1923. 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD 


Dedicated to the Wider Distribution 
of the Holy Scriptures 


VOLUME 82 


FEBRUARY 1937 


NUMBER 2 


The Secret of Moody’s Power 


Being a report of an air-mail conference held during the fall of 
1936 between the Editorial Secretary at the Bible House in New 
York and Dr. Richard Ellsworth Day, of San Francisco, author 
of “Bush Aglow,’’ centennial biography of Dwight L. 2oody 


FTER reading “Bush Aglow,” I was 
sure I wanted Dr. Day to contrib- 
ute to the February issue of the 

Biste Society Recorp. February 5, the 
very day many subscribers will be receiv- 
ing their copy of the Recorp, is the centen- 
nial of the great common- 
er’s birth. Dr. Day has 
veritably steeped himself 
in Mr. Moody, and in his 
book presents to his read- 
ers much hitherto unpub- 
lished material, secured 
in large part from the 
collection of papers, pic- 
tures, and other mate- 
rials assembled by the 
great evangelist’s young- 
est sister, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Moody Bryant. The pic- 
ture on the front cover 
comes from this collec- 
tion and has_ hitherto 
never been published; 
likewise those of Moody’s 
mother, Betsey Holton 
Moody, and his wife, Emma Charlotte 
Revell Moody. We are deeply indebted 
to Dr. Day for these pictures. 

When Dr. Day called Moody “The 
Magnificent Atavist,” I wanted more in- 
formation. “Atavism,” he replied,” is a 
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reversion to primitive type, a renewed 
manifestation of the characters peculiar 
to a remote ancestor, instead of those of 
an immediate or near one.” 

To whom did Mr. Moody revert? First 
of all, there were two strong-minded 
women, his mother and 
his wife, whose love for 
the old paths profoundly 
moved him. But Spur- 
geon moved him even 
more. When they were 
both young men, Spur- 
geon being two years his 
senior, Moody was com- 
pletely enamored of him. 
The first time he went 
to London (1867), he 
rushed posthaste to Met- 
ropolitan Tabernacle, 
shouldered his way in 
without a ticket, sat in 
the high gallery, weeping 
throughout the service, 
“his eyes just feasting on 
Spurgeon.” 

Dr. Day is also the author of a biog- 
raphy of Spurgeon and declares that 
Spurgeon was the “greatest throwback” 
since Calvin. Spurgeon was proud of 
this fact, and went out of his way to point 
to each step. Said he, “You can take a 
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step from Paul to Augustine and from 
Augustine to Calvin, and then you will 
pause with your foot in the air a long 
time before you find any such another. 
Luther dug his mental ore from Calvin’s 
mine. And the Puritans got their wing 


and fire from the Sage of Geneva.” 
Spurgeon began as a boy, and continued 

throughout his life, to ransack old Lon- 

Puritan volumes, 


don bookstores for 
which, fleeing 
from an indiffer- 
ent age, had 
lodged there for 
refuge. He gave 
nine thousands of 
these folio fugi- 
tives a haven in 
his library; and 
he gave himself a 
permanent “cast” 
from reading 
them. In analyz- 
ing his mental 
life, Spurgeon oe 
boldly said: “I el 
feel the shadow eee 

of their broad 

brims over my 
spirit.” Dr. Day’s 
life of Spurgeon 
is appropriately entitled “The Shadow of 
the Broad Brim.” 

Were the other forces tying Moody’s 
mind to the past? Dr. Day mentions one 
more forceful influence. There was a 
“race of ministers” called Bible preach- 
ers, who put an amazing emphasis upon 
the supremacy of the Word and “refused 
to call a thing a sermon unless it rooted 
into, and grew out of, the text.” They 
were swift to pierce with ridicule any 
discourse that was merely a bundle of 
“human observations,” upon which, as a 
final gesture to inspire confidence, a text 
had been posted. 

Henry Moorhouse was one of these 
Bible preachers. Born in 1840, he was a 
puny Lancashire lad, headed for sin by 


“First of all, there were two strong-minded women... 
whose love for the old paths profoundly moved him.” 
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the time he was twenty. Wondrously 
saved just as he was about to commit 
suicide, he took to preaching at once. His 
personal appearance was against him, 
and he was too poor to get an education. 
So “he was off to a crippling start, with 
nothing but the King James Version.” 

Moody and Moorhouse met in London 
in the summer of 1867, Moody speaking 
in a little mission room. Within five 
minutes young 
Moorhouse saw 
through Moody 
“that he was just 
a ‘topic talker,’ ” 
and told him 
after service with 
rasping Lanca- 
shire candor, 
“Moody, youre 
on the wrong 
tack. If you will 
preach God’s 
words, instead of 
your own, He'll 
make you a great 
power.” 

Moody was 
piqued by this re- 
mark. He had 
really thought he 
was good. Moorhouse planned to return 
to America with Moody, but the latter 
“gave him the slip.” Moorhouse came to 
America on the next boat and followed 
Moody to Chicago. Later, he was instru- 
mental in giving Moody’s sermonic na- 
ture a dreadful overhauling by demon- 
strating how people react toward “Bible 
preachers.” Gradually, Moody discovered 
that it is God’s words that the people 
hear gladly; and he began to “change his 
tack.” Speaking later of this change, for 
which the untutored Moorhouse was 
largely responsible, Moody said, “I just 
couldn’t keep back the tears. I made up 
my mind I’d be a Bible preacher.” 

This meant extra work for Moody, as 
it will for any preacher. “He rose,” says 
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Dr. Day, “at 4 a.m. the rest of his life.” 
“If Iam going to get in any Bible study, 
I have to get up before the rest of the 
folks get up,” was his testimony. 


To be a Bible preacher meant for 
Moody “locking up the commentaries 
until the Bible had finished with him.” 
“T pore over the pages,” he said, “not 
through the specs of some learned com- 
mentator, but with my own eyes.” 


It meant living with one theme, until 
his soul began to move with the beat of 
the Holy Spirit. “I do not know,” he 
said, “how many hours I spent in study- 
ing out of the Bible, on one theme or an- 
other, until it just flowed out my finger 
cps?” 

It meant a steadfast practice of re- 
fraining from trying to tell people what 
he thought a certain passage meant, un- 
til he had perfected himself in quoting 
exactly every word thereof. “What does 
it say? Never mind what you think it 
teaches.” 

It meant so “thinking Scripture” that 
he could tell about ploughing a field or 
priming a pump in Bible language. A 
thousand times he demanded of his stu- 
dents, “Tell us your experience in Bible 
language.” 

And for Mr. Moody it meant finally that 
he lived with one version until he mas- 
tered it. He was interested when two 
thirds of the entire new version of the 
New Testament were wired to Chicago in 
an expensive telegram; but he never used 
any version himself but the King James. 


Someone once asked Mr. Moody, ““How 
can I learn to use the Bible that way?” 


Page 29 


He replied, “Arouse yourself to it! And 
keep pleading with God! He’ll assuredly 
help you.” 


And thus it came about that Dwight 
Lyman Moody, through the pull of the 
heartstrings of a devoted mother and 
again of a consecrated wife, through the 
influence of a great contemporary 
preacher, himself “the last of the Puri- 
tans,” and by the kindly rebuke of an un- 
tutored “Bible preacher” who followed 
him across the seas to demonstrate the 
power of the preached word, became him- 
self one of possibly a score of figures who 
have walked across the stage of church 
history with truly commanding power. 
His influence still runs wide and deep. 
His homestead at Northfield is a shrine 
around which centers much of the most 
earnest Bible teaching in our country; 
and the school he founded in Chicago 
bears the word Bible with all fidelity in 
its title. 


Dr. Day, after years as a most success- 
ful preacher of the gospel, at the close of 
his interview, writes of the influence Mr. 
Moody has had upon his own preaching, 
taking him back to the Old Book itself: 


“Dear me, I’ve laughed and wept too 
much over this humble man of Northfield. 
I suddenly find that, in conducting a 
clinic to study him, I’ve contracted his 
malady: Bible atavism! The worst part 
of it is, having once contracted it, one 
never cares to get well. He stands in the 
ways, and sees! Begs for the old paths! 
Fears ever again to leave them, having 
found therein, for the first time, rest for 
his soul!” 
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Behind the Counter 


By HENRY H. RAGATZ 


can Bible Society counter to share di- 

rectly in the drama and romance of field 
work in the far-away corners of the world. 
We of the ‘“‘cash-register, typewriter, and ship- 
ping-room brigade’ must content ourselves 
with reading on the pages of the RECORD about 
the modern miracles which are everyday oc- 
currences to workers engaged in distributing 
Scriptures. For the most part we are only 
observers, even in our own localities, of the 
many fascinating instances of the “seed fall- 
ing on fertile ground.” We are destined to re- 
main on the sidelines, wrapping an order for 
a wind-swept Indian school; making a selec- 
tion of foreign languages for a mission tucked 
away in the canyons of some city; advising 
by mail the most economical expenditure of 
Sunday-school pennies collected for purchase 
of Bibles. 

We are a necessity. But it is those at the 
front line who see results first-hand; theirs 
is the thrilling story of success. We see the 
constant stream of Scriptures flowing through 
our offices, but never do we see a face light up 
as some hungry soul finds surcease in the 
Word. That is, almost never; occasionally we 
do, because we have our own little dramas; 
tragedies, comedies, and romances. 


| is not given the man behind the Ameri- 


A One-man Circulating Library 


In these days of novel radio programs we are 
most of us familiar with “one-man bands” and 
“one-man dramas”; but, so far as I know, the 
man walking along Market Street in Denver 
today with a pocket full of penny portions is 
the only ‘one-man library” in existence. True, 
there are countless sources of free Scriptures 
for the less fortunate; but have you noticed 
how little weight is usually carried by some- 
thing handed out and then forgotten? 

This man—I do not even know his name—is 
a sound psychologist, for all his lack of educa- 
tion or worldly possessions. The first time he 
appeared at the counter I classified him as a 
floater—the modern pronunciation of the old- 
fashioned word “‘bum.”’ How often we are mis- 
taken! To outward appearances I was correct; 
but a bright and shining soul is often covered 


by shabby clothes. He occupies a cubby-hole 
in what would be the waterfront if Denver 
had such; he is widely acquainted with that 
vast army of “permanent or transient” guests 
of every metropolis whose curbstone politics 
are directed by reading discarded newspapers. 

The Denver News carries a daily Scripture 
lesson, and one by one the street trash cans 
are raided each day until this man finds the 
desired section. He tears it out and, armed 
with its message and penny portions contain- 
ing its Scriptural reference, he starts his 
rounds. 

An old publishing house that now serves 
Denver’s transient men may be his first stop, 
or the city hall for homeless men; or, perhaps, 
just the “tough” part of town where others of 
his acquaintance, having some hidden source 
of a few pennies income each day, spend their 
time. He gathers around him a few listeners 
and expounds the truths of the Word of God. 
To those whom he knows he loans a portion 
for reading at night behind dingy windows in 
the dim light of drab walls. 

And, in a day or two, he is back in the office, 
returning six or eight portions, exchanging 
them for others. He thinks we put them back 
into stock, but they are well worn and soiled; 
we put them on our “unrecorded grant” shelf, 
to give to some wandering soul who has lost 
all else, but clings to the help and comfort of 
the Word. 


The Original Swedish! 


There are comedies, too, to relieve the seri- 
ousness by contrast. Some months ago I in- 
advertently offended a dear old Swedish lady. 
She was looking for a Bible in her mother 
tongue. “I can read English,” she assured me, 
“but it is not like Swedish.” It was difficult 
to explain to her the differences in the several 
available editions. 

“T want the ORIGINAL,” she told me; go I 
showed her the old-style, unrevised edition. 

Her face beamed, but still there was a ques- 
tion: “What had I meant about “revised”? 

I carefully explained that just as the King 
James Version had been translated from the 
original and then later revised into the Amer- 
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ican Standard Version, so had the Swedish been 
translated from the original and later revised. 

She was a small little body; but she carried 
an umbrella, and what defense has a mere male 
against a righteously indignant little old lady 
with an umbrella and a sincere conviction? 

She informed me in no uncertain terms that 
the Engish Bible had been translated from the 
Swedish—or if it had been, as I, infidel that I 
was, had said, translated from Hebrew and 
Greek, then those foreign Bibles had been 
translated from the Swedish. Wasn’t the Swed- 
ish Bible God’s own word? Hadn’t he writ- 
ten it in Swedish? Of course, he had—only an 
infidel would not know that! Her mother’s 
Bible was in Swedish, and her mother’s Bible 
was a genuine one, not one of these “infidel 
imitations”! The Swedish was the ORIGINAL! 
Translations! Revisions! Humph! Trium- 
phantly she stalked out of the office, and prob- 
ably to this day wonders at my stupidity. 

God’s voice came so clearly to her in Swed- 
ish, that she could comprehend nothing but a 
Swedish God who gave his book to the world 
through the medium of the Swedish language. 
What other book fills such a large place in the 
subconscious thought of humanity? The Bible 
indeed is written for “every man in his own 
tongue.” 


Wandering Boy 

The lady lingered at my desk. Our business 
was completed; she had paid in advance for 
the Arabic Bible she had ordered. But still she 
stayed. I thought of the pile of mail orders 
awaiting attention. 

She was a well-educated woman from the 
Near East, small, dark, and with the puzzled 
expression in her eyes which people from far 
lands never quite lose, living among the pecul- 
iar Americans who are so hard to understand 
in the light of old-world traditions. Her head 
dropped to my desk, and she shook with sobs. 

The story came tumbling out. It was Christ- 
mas again, and six long years since that Christ- 
mas day she had last heard from her son. In 
the economic shuffle they had become separated, 
and now she had no idea where he was—if, in- 
deed, he was still living—and he apparently 
did not know where she was. 

“ . Soif he is still alive, I know he is work- 
ing among his own people somewhere in this 
country, doing Bible work. Do you know him? 
Can you help?” 

Perhaps we could; anyway, we’d try. Some- 
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SERVING A CUSTOMER 


where was a man who was still a little lost boy 
to his mother; a man who was interested in 
Bible work; a man who had last written to her 
from Brooklyn, but who traveled considerably. 

So we wrote to the New York office, giving 
details, and were informed by one of the sec- 
retaries that he distinctly remembered con- 
versations with a man who was engaged in 
such work, who was of the same general de- 
scription and came into the Bible House to pur- 
chase Arabic Scriptures. During the winter 
months he was probably on a southern swing— 
perhaps out of the country; could we supply 
more details? 

Unfortunately, the only available picture was 
too dim and old to be of much service; it 
might be the same man. So a circular letter 
is being sent out to the other offices of the So- 
ciety, asking about a customer for Arabic 
Scriptures by that name. And if Fred Koury 
reads this, the Bible will once more bring the 
answer to an anxious mother’s heart. God per- 


forms his wonders in a mysterious way. 
k * * 


Yes, there is romance in office routine as in 
field work. Perhaps, wherever you find the 
Bible, at the mission frontier, or on the deposi- 
tory shelf, you find humanity groping for it; 
and where you find humanity, you find romance. 
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The Seed Is the Word 


By REv. CHARLES W. TURNER, PH.D., Secretary, Brazil Agency 


SENHOR PROTASSIO 
rests by the wayside 


OME years ago a colporteur of the Amer- 
S ican Bible Society was blazing new trails 
in the far northwest of the state of Sao 
Paulo, in Brazil. In the course of his journey- 
ings he came into contact with a certain vil- 
lager, whom he succeeded in interesting in the 
Scriptures. Some days after their first meet- 
ing Senhor Protassio (the villager) whole- 
heartedly recognized the lordship of Jesus 
Christ in his life. Senhor Protassio was not 
satisfied in having himself become a possessor 
of the truth, but immediately set about en- 
deavoring to touch other lives. He has become 
an ardent advocate of the Scriptures, and 
through recent years his influence for good in 
that part of the countryside is well known. 

A few weeks ago our devoted Colporteur 
Senhor Magalhaes visited this same region. 
Because of the careful preparatory work pa- 
tiently carried out by Senhor Protassio, he has 
been able to organize Bible study groups in no 
less than twenty different villages. Through 
these study groups, Senhor Magalhaes is in 
touch with 1,720 persons. On his next trip he 
plans to organize more of these groups. 

Again, within the circle of Senhor Protassio’s 
sphere of influence, one of our evangelical de- 
nominations has been constrained recently to 


EVANGELICAL CHAPEL 


DONA MARIA 
and her Bible 


establish a preaching point. Their little chapel, 
erected not long ago, is utilized also as a meet- 
ing place for one of Colporteur Magalhaes’ 
Bible study groups. All of this remarkable 
growth is the fruit of seed sown years ago by 
one of our colporteurs. Through its transform- 
ing influence a large tract of country embrac- 
ing numerous villages and farms has been 
leavened and brought under the sway of the 
gospel. 


Another of our devoted colporteurs sold a 
Bible six years ago to a woman in the state of 
Minas Geraes, Brazil. This Bible has been care- 
fully followed by the colporteur through these 
few years, and he testifies to the fact that no 
less than sixteen-persons, both men and women, 
have been led to the light through its soul-re- 
newing messages. Dona Maria (see photo- 
graph) is the sixteenth person. She is also 
the present owner of this Bible and is prayer- 
fully studying it, trusting that it may be used 
as an effective instrument to change her 
drunken husband’s life. We unite our wishes 
and our prayers with those of Dona Maria that 
her husband may become the seventeenth per- 
son to see the light through the pages of this 
same Bible. “In thy light shall we see light” 
(Psalm 86: 9). 
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Eager for the Word 


Snapshot paragraphs of Bible work 
among Negroes in the deep South 


By THE REVEREND D. H. STANTON, D.D., Secretary, Atlanta Division 


T is gratifying to note how people still 
| “hang on his words,” and how “great mul- 

titudes” still gather about those whose 
faces are radiant with the glad joy of this 
amazing message, it matters not whether the 
bearer be a minister in his pulpit or a colpor- 
teur athrill with a passion to carry the “good 
news” to the last man in every neglected com- 
munity. This has been brought home to this 
Division many times this year. 

With the new year came a new approach to 
our distribution task—a shift of emphasis from 
the number of Scriptures sold or donated to 
the number of persons impressed with the im- 
portance of the Bible as a guide for daily liv- 
ing. With this in mind, much time was spent 
on the “quarter” sections in large plantations 
and around sawmill camps in Georgia and 
Mississippi. In every case, the results were 
the same—an interest beyond the expectation 
of the worker. One worker tells of an incident 
in southern Georgia where, after several visits 
to a group, at the close of a talk one day dur- 
ing which he had sought to make the Bible 
story simple but helpful, and had labored to 
lead them to where they could see that, if every 
family had it and dared to live by it, humble 
though they were, it would put high meaning 
in their very little duty. An elderly man came 
close to him, his hair all gray, his face wrin- 
kled, deeply furrowed. Looking out from under 
overhanging brows, with eyes now filled to 
overflowing, he mumbled in the only language 
he knew, “I neber seen ’um in dat light befo’.” 
The old man didn’t have money to buy a Bible, 
but he went away with one. This worker tells 
how the whole “quarter” came out to hear him, 
and insisted that he remained with them. 

Another worker tells of how he distributed 
a few Gospels in a mill, repeated this a second 
and a third time, and within a short time the 
whole force—even the overseer—listened in 
rapt attention as he gave the Scriptures a mean- 
ing—new to the most of them—which made 


them think of their relation differently. The 
Scriptures had a meaning for the mill hands! 

This among some of the most neglected, 
backward conditions hardly differs from the 
response in some of our largest cities. In Bir- 
mingham, where the “Four Hundredth Anni- 
versary of the Printed English Bible Celebra- 
tion” was formally opened in the Division, is 
a striking illustration of how people can be- 
come interested in Scriptures. Bishop Grant, 
of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, 
called together twenty-one of his presiding 
elders and a number of his pastors and spent 
several days together. There was no excite- 
ment, just a simple, continuous, and persistent 
effort to interest the entire community in the 
Bible. There were visits made to the business 
places, to the schools and the slum sections, in 
such a way that all knew the mission. At the 
meeting, slides, placards, explanations, and 
sometimes formal talks clothed the Bible with 
such life that no church house in the city was 
large enough to hold the crowd. Special em- 
phasis was placed upon the Gospel of St. Luke. 
Many rose during the meetings and confessed 
that they had read that Gospel more during the 
ten days there, than during their whole life. 
It was at the last session, when the bishop read 
a telegram from Dr. North to more than a 
thousand interested listeners, that the sugges- 
tion came to have the denomination, which 
covers the entire state, read the Gospel of St. 
Luke at all services held during the month of 
October. A like interest followed the meetings 
held in many other sections of the state. More 
than 1,600 Gospels were sold during the meet- 
ing. 

From Tennessee come similar stories of 
where groups were together for the purpose of 
stimulating an interest in the Book. After a 
display of the “Four Hundredth Anniversary” 
literature, the months of October and Novem- 
ber were agreed upon as the time to read and 
reread the Gospel of St. Luke. In Orangeburg, 
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SS. C., where an interesting, awakening meeting 
was held, 1,000 Gospels were sold. From every- 
where over the Division comes the evidence 
that the fields are white, and that the need is 
for more workers who have the wisdom, the 
patience, and the passion to distribute Scrip- 
‘tures in such fashion. 

The new arrangement which gives the Sec- 
retaries more time to stimulate an interest, has 
become a blessing both to workers and the peo- 
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ple among whom they worked. Thousands of 
anxious souls in the “black belt” will have a 
better opportunity to have someone call upon 
them and lead them to where, like the man on 
the plantation in southern Georgia, they will 
gee the Bible in a new light and know it as a 
guide to daily living. The year ahead should 
be a much better year than 1936; for the new 
interest awakened should mean a larger dis- 
tribution of Scriptures. 


The Parable of the Seedbed 


By RoBBINS WoLCcoTT BARSTAW, President of the Hartford Seminary Foundation, 
Hartford, Conn. 


Gardener of the Universe, roaming 

through the vast storehouses of time, 
gathered from this bin and that, from this 
dried seed pod and that heap of bulbs, a mis- 
cellaneous assortment of marvelous oddities, 
having little in common as to shape, size, or 
color, save that each held within its dull center 
the divine secret of growth. And, taking this 
rich sampling of the centuries, the Master 
‘Gardener broadcast these seeds and bulbs in a 
sseedbed made ready by the plowing and ferti- 
lizing of much experience. Whereupon they 
began to grow, and gave great promise of in- 
finite beauty and utility. And straightway 
the message went forth to all men that here 
were stalwart shoots and wee slips of plants 
to be had for the taking, needing but to be 
transplanted to other beds and there to be 
watched and watered and weeded until they 
had brought forth in abundance. And, lo, men 
came far and near, and eager women too. 
And they found stocky little stories of courage 
and hardihood bearing the names of Abraham 
and Joseph. They found delicate plantlets of 
worship, budded with psalms and prayers. 
They found young herbs for the succoring of 
sorry hearts,—and sinning ones,—herbs of for- 
giveness and of faith. They found sturdy 
roots fit for manly food; roots of righteous- 
ness called Amos and Micah; roots of unselfish 
service and willing sacrifice called Ruth and 
‘Stephen. They found tiny upstretching stalks 
that would soon show clusters of character; 
some of them labeled as to type; for example, 
Job and John, Martha and Timothy. And, best 


BP carton it came to pass that the Great 


of all, for each householder there seemed to be 
one glorious shoot, overtopping the others, 
strong and symmetrical in its growth. Near 
the top two branches opposed each other to 
suggest the sign of a cross. And at its heart 
nestled a great bud ready, with proper care 
and nurture, to burst forth into a radiant 
bloom of Christlikeness. And, lo, as the men 
and women, and little children as well, car- 
ried away from the seedbed these sprouts of 
promise, took them to their home and hearts, 
lovingly transplanted them and faithfully 
tended them, soon the countryside was ablaze 
with blossoms, stalks were heavy with grain, 
the ground was bulging with foods, and 
fruits were bending all branches. And the 
Great Gardener was glad as he saw his 
hopes fulfilled in the happiness of the multi- 
tudes. 

And now, is not the parable plain? Here— 
the Bible—is the divine seedbed of life, 
crammed with seedlings of power and beauty, 
of inspiration and of joy. Left here, they will 
do no good; they will only stifle one another 
in a luxuriance of futility. But, transplanted 
into the spaded garden plots of your own lives, 
they will flourish under your husbandry, to a 
rich and varied harvest of character and serv- 
ice. Something is bound to grow there; and 
you can keep out the weeds of selfishness and 
sin only by cultivating the flowers of faith and 
the fruitful ideas and the nourishing truths 
that the Great Gardener of the Universe has 
already sprouted and rooted for your good. If, 
then, you would show yourselves wise, my 
friends, get at your gardening. 
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ECENTLY, in going over the old records, 
R the minutes of the Board meeting which 
authorized the issuing of the first an- 
nuity contract were discovered, and the follow- 
ing extract from the proceedings of the Com- 
mittee on Publication and Finance, dated April 
14, 1843, or nearly ninety-four years ago, is 
quoted: 
Boston, MASs., March 29, 1848. Rev. 
Seth Bliss, communicating a proposition of 
Joseph Keith, of Enfield, Mass., to pay to 
this Society $500 upon 
condition that it will 
pay him interest annual- 
ly in advance at Bos- 
ton while he lives, the 
principal to belong to the 
Society at his death. 


Bringing the story up to 
date, the American Bible So- 
ciety now has nearly 3,500 an- 
nuitants representing forty- 
six of the forty-eight states, 
the only two not represented 
being Nevada and Wyoming. 
The largest number of annui- 
tants live in New York, with 
Pennsylvania and California 
following in close order. Ohio, 
Illinois, New Jersey, come next. 
Annuitants of the Society live 
in all of the continents of the 
world, except Australia. Their homes extend 
from Alaska on the north through Canal Zone 
and Central America down to Sao Paulo in 
Brazil, and Buenos Aires, Argentina. Cross- 
ing the Atlantic, we find an annuitant living in 
Sweden, some in France, England, Italy, and 
Turkey; then across the Bosphorus to Syria 
and down to Egypt, one in Belgian Congo, an- 
other in southern Rhodesia, South Africa. In 
Asia we have annuitants living in India, Siam, 
China, Japan, and Korea. The Philippine 
Islands are also represented. It may truthfully 


ONE OF MANY HAPPY ing, 
ANNUITANTS 
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be said that “the sun never sets on the annui- 
tants of the American Bible Society.” 


* * ce 


Letters like the following often reach the So- 
ciety from annuitants who, over the years, be- 
come deeply attached to the cause for which the 
Bible Society is working: 

I did not realize the time was so near 
for this annuity check until it was received 
this morning. My husband was always so 
pleased when his checks came, saying 

many times, “What I 
gave away, I saved. 
‘What I saved,’ ”—mean- 
ing his deposits in two 
local banks that failed— 


“T lost.” He had no 
other relatives, except 
myself. 


From the Editor’s mailbag 
the Annuity Department has 
appropriated the following let- 
ter. Others like it have been 
coming from time to time for 
many years, helping to give us 
the feeling that the good the 
Society does is not entirely re- 
stricted to its indispensable 
work of translating, publish- 
and distributing the 
Seriptures. 


I always read my RECORD and am pleased 
and surprised at its “Reports.” Then I 
give it to two friends who live in the same 
house, and then to others. I am thankful 
I gave to “Annuity Fund,” and that it still 
pays me an annuity. I only wish I had 
given more to it, instead of buying stock 
in companies that now do not pay me any- 
thing and probably never will. You have 
my best wishes and prayers for greater 
success. 


And through all these messages there breathes 
a steady flow of satisfaction and contentment. 
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A Letter from One Who 


Knows 


BOUT forty-eight years ago I sent to you for your readers my first item 
A of news from Brazil as the Bible Society’s agent; and through your un- 
failing kindness I kept up the practice until about two years ago, when 
I was granted an emeritus relation. 

I have just returned from an interior town where I was invited to give at 
a pastors’ institute a series of talks on the “Christian Religion and Social Prob- 
lems.” One morning, at the Sunday school in the local church, I sat with the 
men’s Bible Class. At the close the teacher said to me, ‘Perhaps you do not 
DR. TUCKER know me; several years ago, when I was in ill health and poor, you gave me a 
Bible from the American Bible Society. I began reading, became interested, 
found Christ as my Saviour, recovered my health, joined the church, obtained work that has 
enabled me to support my family, and have been teaching this Bible Class for several years.” 

He is an active worker in the church and is highly esteemed in the community. 


A young Brazilian lay preacher who attended the pastors’ institute related to me the follow- 
ing incident: About seven years ago he was on his way from his home town to preach in a town 
across the border in another state. At a village on the way he was told of a serious misunder- 
standing between two lovers. The young man, whom he knew, was contemplating a step that 
would have perhaps resulted in the death of the two. The young lay preacher decided to stop 
overnight, if perchance he might in some way prevent the disaster. After a long talk with the 
young man, he succeeded in his endeavor, and was invited also to conduct worship that night in 
the house of friends who held liberal religious views. A number of people heard the gospel mes- 
sage. There was no Bible in that home. He talked with the heads of the household after the 
service, and felt led to give them his own Bible, though they did not seem inclined to read it. He 
wrote a word of presentation on the flyleaf, and asked his hosts to promise to keep it always on 
the table in their sitting room, where visitors might see it and have a chance to read it. The next 
day he continued his journey, fulfilled his mission, and returned to his home by another route. 
He has not had occasion to pass through that village again, and had not known what became of 
that Bible on the table in the sitting room, until just a few days before he came to the pastors’ 
institute. He received a letter from a native evangelist, who is working in a Presbyterian mis- 
sionary’s field, saying that he recently visited that village and happened to call at a house where 
he saw a well-worn Bible on the table. In answer to his inquiry, the man of the house told him 
how it happened to be there. He opened it and saw there the name of his friend who had pre- 
sented it. He then asked if anyone had become a believer through the reading. The wife replied, 
“T cannot understand how it is that eighteen persons have been converted by the reading of this 
Bible, and, I, the owner of it, have not become a believer.”’ The evangelist wrote that he was 
deeply impressed with the woman’s sincerity, is praying that she and her husband may find 
Christ and with others come into the church to be organized in that village. 


About the same time that the letter came telling of the eighteen who had found Christ and 
had almost worn out that Bible, the preacher relating the incident received a message from a 
Christian friend in another town nearby announcing his engagement to be married soon to a 
young woman who was one of the eighteen led to Christ through the reading of that Bible. 

This adds one more to the rich accumulation of incidents of enlightenment and blessing that 
come so often through the reading of the Word of God left casually in a home. 


He C.TUCKER: 
Rio Janeiro, 1936. 
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The Children’s Page 


HESE girls are going to Sunday school. They have their Bibles with them in this strange 

car. There is no wagon road to their home. They live back in the woods in Montana and 

must walk two miles before they ‘sail’ across the river as you see them here. The Sun- 
day school has meant so much to the mother of these girls, that, although she is very poor, she 
has offered to furnish the Sunday school with all the wood it needs for this winter. 


Box Cars and Bibles 


OW would you like to live in an old box 
car along the tracks in a big railroad 
yard? Near Denver some Sunday- 

school workers found a great number of fami- 
lies living that way. They were very poor. 
Most of them were on relief. A class of over 
fifty children was gathered together to study 
the Bible every Friday night. After all the 
Bibles that could be found were gathered to- 
gether, there were still twenty-eight boys and 
girls who had to look over on somebody else’s 
book. The American Bible Society, in Denver, 
had some gift money which enabled it to 
give a Bible free for everyone that was 
bought. By this arrangement, every one of 
the children received a gift Bible of his 
own, and not one of the books went into a 


home where there was already another Bible. 

The children were so delighted with their 
Bibles, that they wanted to know who had made 
it possible for them to own their own books. 
They were told that this was a gift from an 
“unknown friend.” Many letters came to the 
Sunday-school worker in charge, and one of 
them is here for you to read. 
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Editorial Comment 


ia gee 121st Annual Report 
of the American Bible So- 
ciety is already in the making, 
but still there come in the Bible 
House mail paragraphs con- 
cerning the 120th Report, like 
the following in a recent let- 
ter from Dr. P. Frank Price, 
moderator of the General As- 
sembly of the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church in China. 

The 120th Annual Report of 
the American Bible Society is an 
intensely interesting survey of the 
remarkable enterprise. I was just 
thinking, as I glanced through 
the book and noted the wide dis- 
tribution of the Bible in so many 
languages, what Robert Morrison, 
for example, or William Carey, 
would think of the world mission 
of the Bible as we see it today; 
or what they would have thought 
had they, toiling against difficul- 
ties with those pioneer transla- 
tions, been able to look one hun- 
dred and thirty or forty years 
ahead. And suppose we could 
look ahead that far, how it would 
nerve us for more united effort! 

e@ e 

REV. JOHN B. WoRRALL, D.D., 
an old friend of the American 
Bible Society, although he has 
been retired from his profes- 
sional service for some time, 
appears to be as active as ever. 
For nearly ten years he has 
given considerable time _ to 
teaching children in his neigh- 
borhood the precious verses of 
Seripture which will always 
stand by them. Among other 
helps he has used the little leaf- 
let “A Bible Alphabet,” and has 
spent many dollars in rewards 
for superior work. He testifies 
that of all the things that his 
mother did for him so many 
decades ago, he loves her most 
for having taught him from a 
babe to commit to memory the 
Holy Scriptures. 


THE pastor of the First Bap- 
tist Church of St. Paul, Minne- 
sota, sends this message: 


I am a great believer in the 
American Bible Society. Last 
year our young people distributed 
a thousand copies of the Gospels 
from the American Bible Society, 
going from door to door in this 
downtown communist community. 
It was quite an experience for 
them and I believe it did a great 
deal of good. 

e @ 

A BLIND friend writes: 

“It is with a sincere spirit of 
thanksgiving to God and to the 
American Bible Society for all 
that the Bible has meant to me, 
that I now send in for Volume 20 
of the American Revised Version 
of the Bible. The help that I have 
received from the Bible is im- 
measurable. Without it, I could 
not have taken the part in the 
work of the church that I have. 
It is no mystery to me at all how 
the Bible has elevated the minds 
of men to the level of a fame that 
ages cannot erase when education 
was at a low ebb. In it I have 
found such strength, such inspi- 
ration, such satisfaction, that I 
now feel something of what the 
psalmist felt when he wrote, ‘How 
sweet are thy words unto my 
taste! yea, sweeter than honey to 
my mouth.’ ” 


e e 
Form of a Bequest to the 
Society 


I give and bequeath to the 
American Bible Society formed 
in New York in the year eighteen 
hundred and sixteen, and incor- 
porated in the year eighteen hun- 
dred and forty-one, the sum 


of: 


If real estate is given, for the last 
three words above, “the sum of,” 
substitute the words “the following 
property, to wit.” 
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January Meeting of the 
Board 


HE ninth stated meeting of 

the Board of Managers of 
the American Bible Society in its 
one hundred and twenty-first year 
was held at the Bible House, 
Park Avenue and 57th Street, 
New York, on Thursday, January 
H(,, IGEY, Bie Be GAD) Tw. ia 

Mr. Frank H. Mann was in the 
chair. 

Devotional exercises were con- 
ducted by Mr. John Binns. 

The minutes of the eighth 
stated meeting were approved. 

Minutes of the various stand- 
ing committees were presented 
and approved, and their recom- 
mendations adopted. 

The Board approved of an 

early tour by Secretary Brown 
and Associate Secretary Betts to 
confer with the District and Di- 
vision Secretaries. 
_It was reported that during 
1936 there were distributed, 
through the Chief of Chaplains in 
Washington and direct from the 
Home Office to the Civilian Con- 
servation Corps, 148 Bibles, 42,301 
Testaments, and 4,468 Portions; 
and that a further grant of 10,000 
Testaments was now being made 
for distribution to the men in the 
C. C. C. camps. 

A grant of 2,500 copies of the 
Bulu New Testament to the Amer- 
ican Presbyterian Mission in the 
French Cameroons on the sale and 
distribution plan was authorized. 

The meeting was adjourned. 


“SEND AROUND 
JAX (ClalleXC IMO) 3 
THE AMERICAN 


BIBLE SOCIETY, | 
said Dwight L. Moody 


“Is this society a good society? Then maintain it. Keep it up. 
“Many men are not willing to get into debt themselves, but they 
will let the Lord’s work suffer. 

“NOW, if you want a good appetite and if you want to sleep, 
if you have got money, I will tell you what to do. Send around 
a check to the American Bible Society for $10,000 .... ” 


Of course, we all can’t write checks for ten thousand dollars. But, what the great Bible 
preacher meant was that the American Bible Society was rendering an indispensable Christian. 
service, and should be supported to the utmost of the ability of individuals and churches alike. 


WE WELCOME YOUR GENEROUS RESPONSE 


American Bible Society 
Bible House, New York, N. Y. 


Conscious of the great opportunity and need confronting the American Bible Society, and glad to 
respond to this invitation to share in its work, I send herewith the amount checked. 
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As you face life’s sunset «¢s 


YOU FACE OLD AGE WITHOUT FEAR WHEN YOU ARE PROTECTED 
BY ANNUITY AGREEMENTS OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


Let us tell you how you may have Security in Old Age . . . Freedom from Worry .. .a Steady 
Income .. . Permanent Satisfaction .. . through the annuity plan of the American Bible Society. 


For nearly ninety years the Society’s checks have always been sent when due . . . helping to bring 
security in spite of disturbing and perplexing world conditions. A check every six months! That would 


mean much to you! 


In addition, there is the fine satisfaction of sharing in the work of making the Bible more widely 
available throughout the world. 3 


The booklet “A Gift That Lives” explains the plan and tells you how you may help both yourself and a worthy cause. 


MATL THIS COUPON TODAY 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Bible House, New York 


Please send me, without obligation, your booklet 62C entitled “A Gift That Lives.” 
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